What It Is! Journal Extra

SECRET SERVICE RAIDS
ESSINGTON LANDMARK

n Wednesday, October 6, 1997,

nts of the United States Secret

Service raided Romanos of
Essingron. Tipped off by Philadelphia In-
ternational Airport Officials, members of the
clite Air Force One Presidential Guard were
allegedly, “concerned with the President’s
best interests.” President Clinton, in town
for a $5000 a plate Democraric fund raising
dinner, may or may not have been aware of
the situation as it occurred but specilation
concerning his direct involvement s plenti-
ful. “He must have known what was going
on’; said Owner Pete Romano [r. ~'We were
warned that they were coming about two
weeks ago and we were ready for them when
they got here.” The official time of the inci-
dent was 0:00pm on Wednesday evening,
with Agents infiltrating Romano's hours
prior 1o Presidens Clinten’s Philadelphia
departure. Romano’s, a long standing
Essingron landmark since 1941, has had a
“risn in” with the government once before.
“A few years ago they showed up for the same
reason and we gave them more than their
money’s worth even then”, said a confident
Romano. The Agents retumed to Air Force
One with approximately 28 items in their
possession and apparently loaded the arricles
directly into the plane’s passenger comparr-
ment (where President Clinton and his aides
are seated). No one was hurt in the incident
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and $121.70 way left by the Secrer
Service as compensation for the
TS,

What prompred the raid? Was it
a plor to kill the President or per-
hape an illegal operation? Sources
clase o the What Ir Is! Journal have
learned thar the Secret Service was
participating in an exercise designed
only to feed the President (Sorry
for the ler down bur [ knew the build
up would get your artention!) With a repu-
ration for some of the hest cheese steaks and
strombali’s in the Delaware Valley, Romano's
received a request from Air Force One two
weeks prior to the Presidents visit. “They
r:qw:m-d 28 cheese steaks, with mushrooms
and peppers. two weeks ago and we threw
in a few extra stromboli’s, haes and t-shires™,
zaid Pete Bomano Jr. It is not certain if the
President was directly responsible for the or-
der baut it is reasonable to assume that he are
2 Romano's cheese steak on the short flighe
back o Washington.

“Sure it makes you feel good when the
leader of the free world may be sampling ane
of your products. It cereainly makes me feel
great considering the circumstances behind
my father’s immigeation w America and con-
sequential success in this country”, said Pere
Romana Sr. Pere’s father Nazzareno. the
nrig:u;ilur of Romano’s, was forced o flee
ltaly in the lage
1920, Mar, as
he was affec-
:'=.r.1|5;1[i‘|}' called
by Iriends, was
active in the re-
sistance against
the Fascist gov-
ernment of
Mussolini and
relocared to the
Philadelphia
area in search of
a berrer hife.
“My tarher was
g Stong mason
by trade bur |
can remember
hig st ventire

into the pizza business. He would make the
pizzas ar home, wheel them down to my
uncle’s bakery in 2 wooden cart, then wheel
them back up Washingron Ave. in South
Philly. He would yell Pizza! Pizza! in the
middle of the street”, recalled Romano St
Mar Romano moved his business to
Essington on December 1, 1944, Pere
Romane Sr explained, “When my father
first came to Delaware County no one knew
what Pizza was. On the front of his store he
had a hand painted sign that read Pizzersa,
Everyvone in the neighborhood just assumed
Pizzeria was his last name. 'T-hl:‘}-' called him
Mr. Pizzeria for a long time, Trs hard for
many of us to imagine lite without pizza bt
at that time pizza was only prevalent in the
The history of
Romano’s was very interesting and the in-
rerview quickly focused on the Romano's tra-
dition.

“Romano St described a chriving and ac-
tive Essington waterfront. “Back n the old
days there were boats everywhere in
Essingron. The boats were predominantly
wooden, not fiberglass, so the yacht owners
were down here year round to get ready for
summer, (hir restaufant was a favorite eat-
ery of the owners and you never knew who
would be sitsing in the booth next to you,
In fact, we still have two employees thar can
remermber those days. Martha Bell has been
working for the family for 39 years and Mary
Dipaul for 30. The history behind this busi-
ness i amazing,

The history associared with Romano’s
Restaurant 1% a::l:lr'llhg bur the most Fasci-
nating story is the Famous legend of the
stromboli. Unlike the pizza, the strombaoli
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was not 4 recipe brought over from the old
country. Romano 5t explained, “Tn 1930
Ingrid Bergman was making a movie, on the
Island of Stromboli, with a famous Italian
actor named Roberte Rosselini. Mrs,
Berpman was married to Dr. Lars Lindstrom
back in the States but pnu_:-r:{m-l to have an
affair with Rossolini. In those days things
like that were not common and the issue ru-
ined the young actresses’ career. My father
had rhis “special” sandwich thar he just called
a sandwich. My sisters boyfriend, William
Schofield, came in one day and asked my
father the name of the sandwich, My father
said, I don't know, vou name it. Since the
stromboli incident was relevant, my brother
in law said, Call it a stromboli. The name
stuck and my sister married William, He has
been a part of the family ever since and |
even made up a shire for him that tells the
story of the scromboli.” The debare aver the
original stromboli is still highly contested
but it seems that Romana’s has a legitimare
claim to the stromboli throne. The Romano's
strombaoli is different than the sromboli you
may be used to but it is the original and it 15
delicious. They use a special mix, to form a
L'!'i-':'-p}-' bread {unlike the Huif':.' pizza r!m.:gh
used for most scromboli). Ie may nor look
like your everyday stromboli bur Romane’s
is not your everyday pizza shop.
Fortunately you don't have to be in the Se
eret Service to raid Romane's. Anyone with a
couple of dollars can choose from a wide va-
riety of [talian specialties, as well as breakfast,
Their prices are extremely reasonable and they
accept Visa and Mastercard, Romano's is con
venienty located, one block from the Lagoon,
on 240 Wanamaker Ave. They also sell lot-
tery tickets and have their own Web Site ar
ki‘lp.'fm-mmqu page.com/Rivomans.
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